
 

 

I ask that you deny this application for an increase in permitted parking at the corners of 
Chattahoochee, Howell Mill, and Defoors to accommodate a proposed QuikTrip 20-bay 
fuel center. This use is inappropriate for the location and is overwhelmingly opposed by 
the surrounding community. It violates the letter and the spirit of the Beltline overlay 
requirements and the underlying zonings as well as the vision for the area that has been 
put forward by the city and the community. From an infrastructure perspective, it is the 
worst possible use for a site at the center of an area of extreme traffic congestion, which 
should be familiar to anyone who has driven this segment of Howell Mill Road.  

The parking exception that has been requested mitigates none of the problems with this 
development and exacerbates several of them. This development would be made worse 
by granting this exception. The applicants have demonstrated no hardship to justify 
zoning relief other than their own unfulfilled desires. This is clearly insufficient to justify 
their request. If parking spaces (or, equivalently, fuel service bays) were eliminated from 
their plan, their development would be improved with respect to the current proposal. 

The details of the problems with this application are described in a memorandum that has 
been provided to the board. 

The proposed development is a purely automobile-oriented exurban form that the 
applicants are attempting to wedge into an area where Beltline appropriate pedestrian and 
transit-oriented uses are intended. A fuel center here would adversely affect the quality of 
life for residents the two adjacent single-family neighborhoods and discourage 
appropriate redevelopment of nearby parcels. This use would offer no significant value to 
the surrounding community, to the Beltline corridor, or to the city as a whole. 

The QuikTrip plan fails to comply with many requirements of the Beltline overlay and 
underlying zonings in addition to the excessive parking that is the subject of this 
application. The details of this and corresponding citations are contained in the memo 
that you have been provided with. The overlay requires buildings to present active uses 
without intervening parking along street frontages. The proposed configuration, which is 
the opposite of this, appears to be exactly what the code was written to prevent. 

In Lieu of a hardship that might justify zoning relief, the applicants have offered 
contrivances that have nothing to do with the any unusual existing circumstances at the 
site. Details of these are contained in the memo that you have been provided with.  

Plans for this site would be improved by your denial of this application. There is no 
benefit to the community obvious, implied, or asserted by the applicants associated with 
granting it and obvious benefits to its denial. These are described in the memo that you 
have been provided with. 

The proposed development is opposed by the adjoining neighborhoods, Underwood Hills 
and Berkeley Park, and by NPU-D. All three of these groups have voted overwhelmingly 
in opposition to both the initial proposal for a fuel center on this site and the associated 
parking exception that is currently before the board.  


