
 
January 23, 2011    
 
 
Kasim Reed  
Mayor 
City of Atlanta 
55 Trinity Avenue 
Atlanta GA 30303 
 
 
Dear Mayor Reed, 
 
I am writing to encourage your administration and in particular the Department of 
Watershed Management (DWM) to begin a project to relocate the fences around the east 
detention pond at the Waterworks site between Howell Mill Road and Northside Drive. 
This would enable the open space around the pond to be used by the public for 
recreational purposes, which would serve the public interest in many ways. 
 
As a concept, this proposal is already a component of the city’s Comprehensive 
Development Plan (CDP) as it was a specific recommendation of the Upper West Side 
LCI study, which was adopted in July 2005. This study’s recommendations were 
approved unanimously by NPU-D earlier that year. NPU-D is composed of seven 
neighborhoods. The east pond of the Waterworks site is located in one of these, Berkeley 
Park. The relocation of the fences around the east pond was a specific recommendation of 
the Berkeley Park Blueprints Plan, which was unanimously approved by the Berkeley 
Park Neighborhood Association in 2004. The recommendation was written into the CDP 
a second time in 2006 with the adoption of the Northside Drive Corridor Study. This, 
more recent, study summarizes the case for action as follows: “The City of Atlanta 
Waterworks facility is potentially one of the greatest amenities in this area. There 
currently exists inaccessible open space that surrounds the facility. By relocating the 
protective fencing closer to the treatment facilities, the open space could be enjoyed by 
the surrounding communities as a passive park with trails, benches, and lighting to 
enhance pedestrian circulation and activity.” It seems certain that this recommendation 
will be reiterated in the Beltline Subarea 8 master plan and adopted into the CDP for a 
third time later in 2011. The problem here is neither a lack of planning nor a lack of 
consensus, but rather a lack of follow-through. There are compelling reasons to begin the 
execution of this proposal in 2011. 
 
The open space around the Waterworks is well suited for development as a park at this 
time. It is surrounded by a vibrant residential and commercial community that has 
continued to grow despite the current recession. The utility and safety of park space is 
enhanced by this sort of dense mix of surrounding uses, which should guarantee traffic in 
the park throughout daytime hours both during the week and on weekends.  There are 
also development opportunities in the immediate vicinity of the site, which would be 
catalyzed by its development as a park. This new private development would add to the 



vibrancy of the area, the security of the park, and the city’s tax base. Thus, in a context 
sense, the site incorporates the best features of any park site currently under development 
or consideration within the city. 
 
The open space around the waterworks is land that is already owned by the city. In the 
current budget situation, large park-related expenditures are obviously not reasonable 
alternatives. This site offers an opportunity for the development of public green space at 
little or no cost. It can thus provide continuity in ongoing greenspace development 
between the large expenditures of the past and those that have been proposed for the 
future without breaking the city’s current budget. 
 
The open space around the Waterworks is an extremely visible site. It is some of the 
highest ground within the city and is adjacent to two heavily used arterial surface streets 
(Northside Drive and Howell Mill Road). Thus even for Atlantans who are neither 
residents of the area nor likely users of the new public space, the development of this 
parkland will be perceived as tangible progress and creation of value within the city. 
 
The Waterworks is well situated from a pedestrian, bicycle, and mass transit perspective. 
The site is located adjacent to proposed Beltline transit regardless of the west-side 
alignment option that is selected. It is bordered on the north by the CSX rail line and on 
the south by the Norfolk Southern line. These are the two alignment alternatives currently 
under consideration for the Beltline. Thus ongoing Beltline planning efforts are not a 
reason to delay the initial development of the site. The site also adjoins a designated 
bicycle route (along Howell Mill Road) and fronts one of the few segments of that route 
where there is an opportunity to create a dedicated bicycle lane without additional 
pavement (Howell Mill between Morris Street and Huff Road). The site is within easy 
walking distance of the residential cores of Berkeley Park and Underwood Hills as well 
as Atlantic Station, Georgia Tech, The White Provisions District, and newly built mid-
rise residential developments along Huff Road. It is currently well served by bus transit 
(routes 1, 12, and 37). 
 
Proper development of the site at this time would enhance the security of the city’s 
drinking water supply. Although no coherent argument against relocating the fences has 
ever been put forward, vague references to “homeland security” are frequently used in 
justifying the city’s continued inaction regarding this project. As these are repeated and 
coupled with ongoing inaction, this false implication takes on an aura of truth and 
interferes with decisions that could enhance public safety.  
 
The east detention pond is not currently connected to the city’s water supply. The quality 
of the water in this pond is threatened by, and may already be compromised by, 
contaminated ground-water seepage from adjacent industrial sites. The existing fences do 
nothing to protect the water from this underground threat, which is the most serious threat 
to the pond itself.  
 
The detention ponds are substantially larger bodies of water than the treatment ponds, 
which are located very close to Howell Mill Road to the south of the east detention pond. 



Water from a detention pond must pass through the treatment ponds before entering the 
city’s water system. Thus any threat of contamination to a detention pond is only a 
danger to the extent that it implies contamination of a treatment pond, which could be 
much more easily contaminated directly. This is because less contaminant would be 
required to produce a dangerous concentration in the treatment ponds and a contaminant 
could be more easily introduced directly to them.  
 
If the area around the east pond were used for public recreation, security would be 
enhanced in three ways. First, the increased public presence on the site would mean that 
there would be many more observers present to report suspicious activity. Second, the 
increased use of the area would lead to an increased police presence which would act as 
both a deterrent and a first line of defense against any potential threat. Third, the easier 
accessibility of the east pond should divert or dilute attention that evildoers might have 
otherwise directed toward the more vulnerable treatment ponds to the south.  
 
For all of the reasons stated above, I am asking you to direct the relocation of the fences 
around the east detention pond as quickly as it is practical to do so. If you need any 
assistance or additional information regarding this matter, feel free to contact me at any 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James S. Martin 
 
2007-2011 Chairperson, NPU-D 
764 Verner St Atlanta GA 30318 
404-351-6949 (Home) 
404-894-6794 (Office) 
james.martin@me.gatech.edu 
 
 
 
cc.  
Dexter White, Interim Commissioner, Atlanta Department of Watershed Management 
Brian Leary, President and CEO, Atlanta Beltline Inc. 
George Dusenbury, Commissioner, Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation 
Yolanda Adrean, Councilmember, Atlanta District 8 
John Schaffner, Editor, Reporter Newspapers 
 


