
To whom it may concern, 

At the regularly scheduled June 28th 2016 meeting of neighborhood planning unit D (NPU-D), we 
considered the matter of the application for a liquor license for the Masquerade, which has proposed to 
relocate to 1429 Fairmont Road in the Blandtown neighborhood of NPU-D. We voted to advise denial of 
this application, despite generally expressed favorable opinions about the Maquerade, because the site 
that they have chosen is inappropriate for their business. As proposed, their business would be in 
violation of both the letter and the spirit of strictures contained in section 10 of the city of Atlanta code. 
It would needlessly act to the detriment of the community. Ironically there are several sites close to the 
proposed site in NPU-D that would be well suited to the Masquerade – vacant industrial buildings in 
industrial areas. At our June meeting, we encouraged them to consider those sites or others instead of 
the site proposed in the application. Our reasoning on this matter is as follows: 

1) The proposed site is too close to single-family residences. Although the lawyer for the 
Masquerade, Ms Mindy Thompson, appears to be correct in her technical interpretation of the 
definition of residences under section 10, the spirit of this section is clearly violated by the 
proposed location. Its letter is, at best, only narrowly satisfied. The site is in the middle of an 
area that has been zoned for single-family homes many of which are under construction and 
nearing completion. Although those within 300 feet were not occupied at the time of the 
application, their occupancy was clearly inevitable. No one would build a new home with the 
expectation that it remains vacant or is promptly demolished. Moreover, all access to the 
proposed site would be along the residential streets fronted by these homes and others. 
Although the industrial character of this area 15 years ago was well suited to the sort of use 
proposed by the Masquerade, it does not fit the character of the area today. It does not fit the 
vision put forth for the area by the community when the current zoning was approved. Nor does 
it fit the vision put forth for the area by the city of Atlanta in adopting the Upper West Side LCI 
study’s recommendations and those of the Beltline subarea 8 master plan. 

2) The proposed business is clearly not a convention center as stated in the application. The 
Masquerade is a nightclub. Its primary business is entertainment. The sale of alcohol is 
secondary to this. It perfectly fits the definition of a nightclub under section 10-1. The assertion 
that it is otherwise, appears to be an attempt to escape both the parking requirements for a 
nightclub and the likelihood that a nightclub would be deemed not to be an allowable use within 
the PDMU zoning district of the proposed site. If any nightclub were free to define itself as a 
convention center, the strictures governing nightclubs would become meaningless. The extent 
to which food vs alcohol sales contribute to revenue was unknown to us when we considered 
this issue, however we did not find the assertions in the application to be credible as they 
seemed to ignore both the cost of tickets (undoubtedly a significant source of revenue) and the 
meager kitchen facilities that have been proposed. This, along with the wildly misstated floor 
area and parking area in the original application (allegedly a typo that was corrected after we 
raised our initial concerns), casts serious doubts on the veracity this application generally. In 
short, the applicants seemed to me and the majority of my neighbors at the meeting to be 
trying to get away with something illegitimate. 



3) The parking is clearly inadequate. The proposed facility will be capable of hosting 900 patrons in 
addition to staff, entertainers, and security. Yet it will be provided with only 123 parking spaces 
several of which must be shared with the site’s other tenants. Currently and for the foreseeable 
future, this site is inaccessible by transit. It is very difficult to access on foot, and has no nearby 
provisions for parking overflow. Thus, unless the Masquerade’s patrons arrive in carloads of nine 
or so, both the parking overflow and the traffic will become a burden on the surrounding 
residential community. Were the Masquerade to be correctly classified as a nightclub, it would 
be required to have over 400 parking spaces. Were it to be located in an appropriate 
commercial or industrial area such as the ones located just to the north and west of the 
proposed site and accessible from Marietta Blvd or Chattahoochee Ave, much or most of the 
needed parking could easily be provided by adjoining businesses whose hours of operation did 
not overlap with those of the Masquerade. 

I would like to note the fact that several of my neighbors in NPU-D who did not attend the June 28th 
meeting have expressed the sentiment that our decision did not represent their opinions regarding this 
matter, as they are fans of the Masquerade. The bylaws of NPU-D are a matter of public record and all 
residents living within our boundaries are voting members of our group. Our agendas are publicly 
advertised by the city and through neighborhood groups. We cannot compel anyone to attend NPU 
meetings or to become educated on the issues that these address. However, to the extent that it is 
possible to gauge the sentiments of our community, I believe that we do so quite well. As I previously 
noted, our vote to advise denial this application was not intended as an indictment of the Masquerade 
generally, but rather as our disapproval of the location and configuration of the site to which they 
propose to relocate. Had they proposed to relocate to a different site in NPU-D, I believe that we would 
have advised differently on this matter. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter. I can be reached in the 
office at 404-894-6794, at home at 404-351-6949, or by email at james.martin@me.gatech.edu. I will be 
out of the country until July 17th and reachable only by email before then. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Martin 

2016 Chairman, NPU-D 
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